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or used in any sort of profit-making manner. It is solely for the use of individuals and congregations to learn about
international Unitarians and Universalists. Copies of the material may be made for educational use or for usein
worship. The entire curriculum may be viewed and downloaded by going to
http://www.icuu.net/resources/curriculum.html This project isfunded in part by the Fund for Unitarian
Universalism.

Every effort has been made to properly acknowledge and reference sources and to trace owners of copyrighted
material. We regret any omission and will, upon written notice, make the necessary correction(s) in subsequent
editions.

* The asterisk used in this curriculum in Unitarian* Universalism stands for Gand/orGto include Unitarian,
Universalist and Unitarian Universalist groups that are part of our international movement. The flower shape of the
asterisk helps remind us that we are part of an ever-changing garden.



Unitarianism in Transylvania: The Oak Tree

Table of Contentsfor Unit 2
Preparing for this Unit

Session 1: History and Context
Preparing for Session 1
Facilitating Session 1
Handout A Sory of Strength and Endurance
(with pre- and pod-reading activities)

Session 2: Beliefs and Practices
Prepaing for Session 2
Facilitating Session 2
Handout A Life-Centered Movement
(with pre- and pod-reading activities)

Session 3: Small GroupWorship

Prepaing for Sesson 3

Facilitating Session 3

Handout TheBellsare Calling Us to Worship
Harvesting: Additional Activities

TheTool Shed: References and Resources

Sermon for the Small Group Worship (for use by facilitator only)

Transylvaniap. 2

p. 22

Please note thatif you are accessing The Garden of Unitarian*Universalism fromthe Interne,
the Snall GroupWorship Order of Sevice for Session 3 is a separate doaument and mug be

downloadel separately, http://www.icuune/resources/curriculum.html.




Transylvaniap. 3

Unitarianism in Transylvania: Preparing for this Unit

Thisunit isdivided into three sessions Session 1 covers the history and context of
Unitarianism in Transylvania. Session 2 covers bdiefs and practices of Transylvanian
Unitarians Session 3 isa Small GroupWorship service based on atraditiond Transylvanian
Sunday service.

Facilitators should look over the entire unit to be prepared and comfortable with the
material and theflow of theunit andto decide which session(s) or parts of a sessionto cover,
which activities to do, and howlongto spend on each part.

For each session, facilitators should make copies of thereadingsand accompanying
guestionsand hand them outin advance of the meeting time, or ask groupmembersto access the
material onlineat http://www.icuu.net/resources/curriculum.html. This gives participants time to
read and reflect onthematerial before sharing with the group

In addition, for Sessions1 and 2, thegroupor facilitator may choos oneor more activities
fromthelist unde Harvesting (p. 19) to do after discussing thereadings These activities have
been designad to honorother ways of learning, to create informal ways to make connectionswith
oneanothe and to add variety to the group meetings

Some groupsmay prefer to cover more than onesession at a group meeting, depending on
thetime frame, howtheclassis set up (whether it isaweekly class, aworkshopor aretreat), and
the interests of thegroup. Some groupsmay prefer notto do theadditiond activities and jug do
thereadingsand accompanying questionsfor reflection and discussion. We have tried to allow
for flexibility.
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Unitarianism in Transylvania

. HISTORY AND CONTEXT

Preparing for Session 1

____Make copies and hand outin advance thearticle, A Sory of Srength and Endurance (p. 5-8)
and accompanying pre- and pog-reading questions or have members read the material
onlineat http://www.icuu.net/resources/curriculum.htmil.

____Make copies and hand out The Tool Shed: References and Resources (p. 20-21).

____Choog, or have thegroupchoo<, in advance, oneor more activities from Harvesting:
Additional Activities (p. 19) to do after your discussion. Prepare materials needed for the
chosen activities.

____Invite members to bring items from Transylvaniato display.

____Arriveearly to set upyourroom

____Setupachdice. Have matches handy.

____Bringamap or globe onwhich you can locate Transylvania.

___ Display an o0& branch, o&k leaves and/or a photo of a beautiful oak tree.

____Have Hungaian folk music or music by BAaBart—lor another Hungaian composer,
playing in thebackground.(Bart—kvas a Unitarian.)

____Make copies of handous for the next sessionyou plan to cover.

____Lookover theingructionsfor facilitating the session to be prepared and comfortable with
thematerial andtheflow of the session.

Fadlitating Session 1
1. Welcome participants and invite those with items to display to putthem outonatable,
perhgposnext to thechdice.
2. Chdicelighting:
We kindle our chalice flame asa symbol of thelight in every heart. DAnonymous
3. Check-In/Announ@ments:
Give everyonein therooman oppotunity to tell their names and a high or low point of
ther week.
Make announ@ments abouttoday® session and upmming sessionsas needed. Choos
an activity from Harvesting (p. 19) for next time, if appropriate. Distribute handous for
the next sessionyou plan to cover.
4. Allow members to quickly and silently reread the article and look over ther nates.
5. Locate Trangylvaniaonamap or globe Ask members what they knew about Transylvania
before they read thearticle (Tilling, p. 5).
6. Ask members to share thar ideas and questionsfrom thearticle.
7. Ask members to share what surprised them abou the history of Unitarianism in Transylvania
(Hoang, p. 7).
8. When discussion has wounddown, extinguish the chdice:
Go in peace and be makers of peace. DAnonymous
9. Gather for your Additional Activity from Harvesting (p. 19) BBible study, map exploration,
playing the Partner Church game, cooking, dandng, panting banne's, listening to thetravel
experiences of others Dwhaever you and your group have chosen to do.
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The Oak Tree: Unitarianism in Transylvania

Handout: A Story of Strength and Endurance

Tilling
Before reading thefollowing article, locate Transylvania, Romania on amap or globe Write
down what you know about Transylvania, its geography, history and culture.

oy

fawcitd

Planting
Now read the article aboutthe history and context of Transylvanian Unitarianism. Asyouread,
write down ideas and questionsin the marginsfor possible discussion | ater.

A Story of Strength and Endurance

A logical first place to start atour of the Garden of Unitarian*Universalism iswith alook at
Unitarianism in Transylvania. Theresponsble search for truth and meaning, for freedomin
matters of faith has been planted far and wide, butthe seed planted in Transylvania has endured
for over four hunded years. Like an o&k tree, it has grown deep roots and a sturdy trunk with
strong branches. New branches form, old branches put on new growth. Transylvanian
Unitarianism has weathered many storms and, in spite of often unfavorable conditions continues
to grow in strength and beauty.

Trangylvaniaislocated in central Europebetween Hungay and the Carpahian Mountins It
isamogly rural areain thenortheast corner of Romania. (ransylvaniaOmeans Gheland beyond
(or through)theforest.OThe Reverend Harold Babcock describes Transylvania as Galand of
rolling green hills and beautiful valleys, of small, red clay tile-rodfed villages and walled,
medieval cities. Thebeautiful, snow-capped Carpathian Mountinsloomin thedistance. It isa
poor place economcally, butrich in thebeauty of itsland and in its friendly and hogitable
peopled(2001)

For more than athousand years, thoughethnically diverse, Transylvania was part of an
autonamousHungaian region. (For historical maps of Transylvania, see theonlinetext of E. M.
Wilbur@ Our Unitarian Heritageat http:/onlinesksm.edu/ouhbookhtml). Althoughthe region
isnow part of Romania, 30 to 40 percent of Transylvania® popuktion is Hungaian. In Romania
overall, only aboutseven percent of the popuktionis Hungaian (about2 million out of a
popuktion of more than 22 million); 89 percent of the popuktion is Romanian; Roma (Gypsy),
Germans (Saxong, Ukrainians Russiansand Turks make up theremaining four percent.

After Hungay® defeat as part of the Axis powersin World War |, the Treaty of Trianon
called for Hungay@® patition, andin 1920 Transylvania became part of the modern nation of
Romania. Followingthetreaty, theHungaian, German, Roma, Jewish and other norn-Romanian
ethnic groupsof Transylvania became the subjects of systematic hon-violentOcleansing.
(Romania has mogtly managed to avoid the ethnic violence of other Balkan nationsO(Baboock,
2001)however, othe methodsof controlling or destroying the Hungaiansand thar culture have
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been used. Forced relocation of Romaniansinto Transylvania and Hungaians out of
Trangylvaniato tip the ethnic badance in tha region was onemethod. A process of literaly
destroying villages tha were predominantly Hungarian was another method.BSzSdodjalu, a
town near thevillage of Korispatak was flooded by the condruction of adam afew miles away.
Thedam was notdesignal to make electricity; it was designed to make aresort lake and flood
outseveral Hungaian villages. Ot is chilling to see, when thewater level islow, the spire of a
church reaching heavenward from the depths of the lakeO(McAllister, 1998) A former resident
of the destroyed village placed a memoria plagueto the community tha used to live there. The
plaguereads (Here Jews and Christians Unitarians and Catholics, Hungaians and Romanians
lived together in harmony.O

Because mog of the postionsof power in Romania are hedd by Romanians life can be
chdlenging for the Hungaian minority. Even in remote villages, thelocal police officer is
amog aways a Romanian, thoughpractically everyoneelsein thevillageis Hungaian and
speaks HungaianOQ(Baboodk, 2001) Asrecently as 1990in thetown of Trgu MZres,
Hungaianswho were protesting for greater use of the Hungaian languayein schools and on
printed government materials, were attacked by Romanian extremists who suppot the use of
violence againg minorties (Willis, 2001) Five people died and over 250 were woundel.

However the Hungaiansof Transylvania Gare survivors. In thelast century alone they
survived World War |, the annexation of ther country by Romania, therise of Nazism and
World War I, and thefal of thelron Curtain. They endured theterrible years of Soviet
Communism, culminaing in the 1989overthrow and execution of the Communist dictator
Nicolae Ceausescu, oneof whos gods had been to eradicate ethnic Hungaian culturein
RomaniaO(Babcodk, 2001)

Ceausescu prohibited theteaching of Hungaian in schools and al public use of theHungaian
languaye and of Hungaian names for cities and towns He shut down Hungaian newvspgpes. He
forbade Hungaiansfrom giving thar children Hungaian names at bgptism and thewearing of
traditiond Hungaian dress. He moved hundeds of thousndsof Moldavian and Wallachian
farm andfactory labarersinto Transylvania, whileforcibly relocating Hungaiansfrom thar
homeland to other parts of Romania (Kaplan, 1993.

This repression was directed at Hungaian Unitariansas well. For many years, the Unitarian
Theological Schoolin Kolosvar (called Cluj-Napocain Romanian) was allowed only onenew
ministerial student per year so tha many village churches were withoutministers. Opportunities
to study or publish bookswere amog entirely eliminated. The Unitarian Church in Brasov was
not alowed to put asignon theexterior of its building unless they pad a $3,000tax, which they
could not afford. Qe Unitarians are amongthose who are seen as aliensin our own county,
enemies of thedomnant Romaniansand a scourgein sodety. Our Unitarian ancestors were the
first people in theworld to prodaim religioustolerance and freedomof consience as law E
when John Sigismundwas king of Transylvaniain 1568,he had the power to force Unitarianism
onto othes, ingead, he offered them theright of choice. Y et today, his descendants are the
targets of ethnic cleanang andreligiousintolerance in our own land. After 433years of
prodaiming it as alaw, we still wait for toleranceO(Gyero, 2001)

QAmongthe Hungaian popuktionin Romania, three religionshave been traditiondly
practiced: Roman Catholicism, Protestant Reformed Calvinism (sometimes referred to as
Presbyterianism), and Unitarianism. Only Unitarianism isindigenouO(Baboodck, 2001) There
are presently about80,000 Unitariansin Transylvania. Hungaian Unitariansare adoule
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minority in Romania by beng both Hungaian and Unitarian. The small German minarity in
Romania practices Lutheranism. Mos Romaniansare Eastern Orthodox There are some Roma
(Gypsy) Unitariansand a handful of Romanian Unitarians mainly throughethnically-mixed
marriages.

Hungaiansin Romaniawould like to preserve ther naive languaye and cultural values. ONot
surprisingly, the Hungaians stick together regardless of their religiousatfiliationsO(Baboodk,
2001) Several Unitarian Church buildingsare shared with Reformed congregaions The
Unitarian seminary in the Transylvanian city of Kolosvar is ajoint venture with the Reformed
Church (Babcock, 2001)

Unitarianism in Transgylvaniatracesits roots directly to the Protestant Reformation of the
15008(for a detailed history of Unitarianism in Transylvania, see Wilbur, 19250r Howe, 1997).
Thefirst use of the name QUnitarianOoccurs arourd 1600in Transylvania. The greatest hero of
Trangylvanian Unitarianism is thereformer D1vid Ferenc (pronoun@ed Da-veed Ferenc), also
known as Frands D1vid, wholived from 1510to 1579.

QA brilliant and charismatic leader, Divid is mogt famousfor hisrolein the 1568Diet of
Torda which resulted in the great Edict of Torda thefirst known declaration of religious
toleration, and a document which allowed the Geretical QUnitariansto practice ther religion as
oneof theso-called Gou received faithsOof TransylvaniaO(Babcock, 2001)

Divid was origindly a Catholic who thoughthis way throughto Protestantism and eventudly
to the unitarian (as oppod to trinitarian) point of view. Ot was his eloquent statements for the
Oneness of God which convinced the Transylvanian king, Zsigmond Jinos(John Sigismund), to
adopta Unitarian paspective, and to subsequently issue an Edict of ReligiousToleration, which
gave Trangylvaniansthe freedomto practice religion as they chos to B Catholic, Protestant, or
Unitarian. This prodamation for religiousfreedomwas radical for its time and place and, sadly,
lasted only aslongas John Sigismundwas kingQMcAllister, 1998) After Sigismund died,
Frands D3vid was imprisonal as a heretic and died in captivity in acave-jail.

Unitarianism did notend, however. Even thoughUnitarianism became illegd, thetree tha
had been planted, and those who tended it, were too strongto die out. OVe would like othersto
undestand and honorour traditionsand our strugde to stay alivefor such alongtime unde such
horrific conditiong)(Szzkely, 2003)

Orhehistory of Unitarianism in Transylvania is one of both advances and setbacks, but
modly of remarkable survival. It has survived numerouspolitical andreligiousupheavals, and
even along period when any GnnovaionQn its practice was strictly forbidden by theruling
authorties. It is perhgpsthislatter factor which gives Transylvanian Unitarianism its character
andfedl. Thereis something andent and solid about Transylvanian Unitarianism which is both
profoundand comfortingQ(Baboock, 2001)

Hoeng
What surprised you aboutthe history and culture of Transylvania? Be prepared to share your
thoughs with the group.
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f Harvesting
Has your groupdecided to do any of the Additiond Activities from Harvesting (p. 19) following
thediscussion of thereading?If so, prepare any materials you might need.
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Unitarianism in Transylvania

II. BELIEFSAND PRACTICES
Preparing for Session 2

____Make copies of and hand outin advance thearticle, A Life-Centered Movement (p. 10-14),

and accompanying pre- and pog-reading questions or have members read the material
onlineat http://www.icuu.ne/resources/curriculum.html.

____Make copies of and hand out The Tool Shed: References and Resources (p. 20-21) in

advance, if your grouphasn®received it already.

Choos, or have thegroup choog, in advance, oneor more activities from Harvesting:

Additional Activities (p. 19) to do after your discussion. Prepare materials needed for the
chosen activities.

____Invite members to bring items from Transylvaniato display.

Arrive early to set upyourroom

____Setupachdice. Have matches handy.

____Bringamap or globe depicting Transylvania.

____ Display an o0& branch, o& leaves and/or a photo of a beautiful oak tree.

____Have Hungaian folk music or musc by BAaBart—kpr other Hungaian compoger, playing

in the background (Bart—kvas a Unitarian).

____Make copies of handous for the next sessionyou plan to cover.
____Lookove theingructionsfor facilitating the session so you are prepared and comfortable

with the material and theflow of thesession.

Fadlitating Session 2

1.

2.

3.

o0k

8.
9. When discussion has wounddown, extinguish thechdice:

Welcome participants and invite those with items to display to putthem outonatable,
perhgposnext to thechdice.
Chdicelighting:
We kindle our chalice flame asa symbol of thelight in every heart. DAnonymous
Check-In/Announements:
Give everyonein therooman oppotunity to tell their names and a high or low point of
ther week.
Make announ@ments abouttoday® session and upaming sessionsas needed. Choos an
Additional Activity from Harvesting (p. 19) for next time, if appropriate. If you are doing
the Small Group Worship service, youwill probably not have time for an additiond
activity next session. Distribute handous for the next session you plan to cover.
Allow membersto quickly and silently reread thearticle and look over thar notes.
Ask members how they defined Christian before they read thearticle (Tilling, p. 10).
Ask members whether and howthar definition of Christian changed after reading the article
(Hoeang, p. 13).
Ask members to compare thar Unitarian*Universalist church or fellowship with a
Trangylvanian Unitarian church (Hoang, p. 13).
Ask members to share other ideas and questionsthey had fromthearticle.

Go in peace and be makers of peace. - Anonymous

10. Gather for an Additional Activity DBible study, map exploration, playing the Partner Church

game, cooking, dandng, panting banne's, listening to thetravel experiences of othesb
whaever you and your group have chosen to do.
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The Oak Tree: Unitarianism in Transylvania

Handout: A Life-Centered Movement

Tilling
Trangylvanian Unitariansidentify themselves as Christian Unitarians How would you define
Christian?Wha bdiefs mug a Christian hold?

5.5
> Planting

Read thefollowing article aboutbdiefs and practices of Transylvanian Unitarians Asyouread,
make notes in the margins of thoughs or questionsthat you mightlike to discuss later.

A Life-Centered Movement

Theologically, Unitarianism in Transylvaniais thestic. Ot is a Protestant, non-dogmtic,
Christian denomnation, and a liberal and progressive religiouscommunity. Transylvanian
Unitariansdo not bdieve in the Trinity of God; God is one bath in essence and in person. But
aboveall, GodisLove We think tha the purpo< of our lifeisthis: with Loveof God and
neighboss, with free will and unsalfish duty we must create hgppiness for al creatures on EarthO
(Rezi, 2001)

QW e are theist and we condder ourselves Christian because we consder Jesusas our
teacher, master, and prophe. We would like to live as hetaughtus Once Jesuswas asked what
isthemain teaching of religion?Hereplied, Q. ove God, andlove your naghbor®(Szzkely,
2003)

Trangylvanian Unitarians bdieve that Jesuswas human, and a prophé of God. Theideatha
Jesus died onthe cross as adivine sacrifice findsno place in Transylvanian Unitarian bdi€f;
Jesus was aleader and awise teacher, notasavior. Hungaian Unitariansbdieve that Jesus3
teachingsaboutlove compassion and judice are more important than all ideas and dogmnes about
hislife (Rezi, 2001)

When you visit a Transylvanian Unitarian church you will not see any crosses or pictures of
Jesus because thetraditionis clear tha Jesuswas not God. GEgy Az IstenO(pronouned edgeoz
eeshten) - God is One- is carved over amog every door. Thereligioussymbol is notthe
Flaming Chdice, thoughbecause of theinternaional connectionsthroughthe Partner Church
Program and the Internaiond Coundl of Unitarian and Universalists, many, if not mog,
Transylvanian Hungaiansrecognize the Flaming Chdice as a Unitarian symbol. The symbol for
Hungaian Unitarians both in Transylvaniaand in Hungay, isthedoveand the serpent,
reminding people to bewise as the serpent and gentle asthedove It isa symbol far older than
theFlaming Chdice. (To learn more aboutthe symbol, see Unit 2: Unitarianism in Hungay).
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TheBibleishdd in great reverence as a source of truth and aguideto human beings To
Trangylvanian Unitarians it is an ingiration from which ethical and spiritud encouragement can
bedrawn. It isnot accepted blindly or literally, butunde theguidance of reason and conience.

For Unitarianseverywherereligionis a matter of deeds, not creeds Transylvanian
Unitariansare no exception. Orherea purpose of religionis notto prepare people for another
life, butto ingpire themto live thislife asit ough to belived. Thisiswhy Transylvanian
Unitarianism is a life-centered religiousmovementO(Rezi, 2001)

Worship isvery impaortant to Transylvanian Unitarians

For us in Trarmsylvania, worship is the reaity, the act of being religious, ard
we consider worship to be the most importart part of our religious lifeE Our
Unitarianism is theistic Unitarianism, based not on the dogmasof Christianty,
but on the values The valuesof Christianity provide the main featuresof our
worship. This means that in our worship the main purpose is to open up the
spirit towards the divine and to creae some connecedhes with the
trarscerdent; while at the same time being conneced with fellow
worshippers worshipping together with us.

For us worship is not simply joyful, happy, toleran, (and) eay-goingE when
we think about holy and divine things, we tend to be serious. This is the
seriousness of compassion and of being in love. So for us worship is to
celebrate ard to feel this celebration as somehing which lifts us beyond
ourselvesand connects us to our higher self and to the higher realty.

The structure of our worship is focused So we have prayers said by the
minister and we have mary hymns. Our tradtion is the European Christian
tradtion where worship is led by the minister, but in our new liturgy, being
Unitariars, we try to involve memkbers of the congregation more with saying
ceriain prayerstogether, and by allowing them spaceto participate. Since we
arethe heirs of the rationalist and humarist heritage, the serma remains the
main part of our worship pointing us towards the divine ard the transcerdert.

In my conviction, worship is a unique opportunity for everyone to find
himself, to find the Omerfpemn, to find the divine, and through the divine to
find the spirit of life. So thatDswhy, when IOmleadng worship, when 1Gn
taking part in worship, even when 1Gn joyful, even when I&mlaughing, or
whatever 1Gn doing, | feelthe seriousness of worship.

(Kovacs 2001)

Preachingin thechurch is predominantly practical rather than dodrind. Study and practices
are based on the Protestant Bible, the Transylvanian Unitarian hymnbookand other books
deemed useful. Thehymnbookindudes hymnsfrom the 16" century throughthe ages to recent
times. Folk songsmay besungat specia church occasions Theorder of serviceisusudly an
introdudory hymn, a second hymn, a prayer, recitation of the Lord® Prayer/Our Father, athird
hymn, a Bible reading (related to the sermon), thesermon, a silent prayer, aclosng prayer, anda
blessing. Services other than Sundays and holidays indudebagptisms (christenings,
confirmation, Lord® Suppe (communion), wedding ceremonies and funeral services. All of
these serve to strengthen the spiritud, moral andrdigiouslife of Transylvanian Unitarians

Mog Unitariansin Transylvania are Unitarian because they were bom into Unitarian
families, butit isthroughbgptism tha they become publicly recognized as members of the
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Unitarian Church. Baptism does not make anyonea Christian. Baptism is merely a solemn
expression onthe pat of parents and godpaents that they appreciate ther Christian Unitarian
faith and want their children to grow up and live in tha faith tooQ(Rezi, 2001)

At ages 14to 16, Unitarian youth are confirmed in the church. Throughconfirmation they
become indgoendent members of the church and assume responsbility before God for ther
deedsand faithfulness. Preparing for confirmation can be a oneto two year process. It involves,
among other things learning the church catechism. (See Hungaian Catechism at
http://www.unitarius hu/english/catechism.html) The Unitarian catechism is nota set of binding
bdiefs, or dogmg, buta study of the Bible and Unitarian history and how these can guidether
lives. The process of confirmation serves to strengthen thar faith.

TheLord® Suppe, or communion, istheliturgy throughwhich Jesus@ life, work and desth
are remembered. It is celebrated with bread and winefourtimes ayear: at Easter, Pentecod, on
Thankgyiving Day (thelast Sunday of September), and on Christmas Sunday. Theritud isdone
in memory of Jesusand the L ast Suppe. Emphasisis on remembering Jesus@ wordsto his
community and onfollowing his example in our own lives by creating a compassionae human
community. It isapowerful and movingritud, butis notviewed as a sacrament.

In the Transylvanian Unitarian catechism there isa short credo tha is often recited at the
clogng of special services such asafuneaa service:

| bdieve in One God, the creator of life, our caring Father.
| bdievein Jesus thebest child of God, our trueteacher.

| bdieve in theholy spirit.

| bdieve in thevocation of the Unitarian Church.

| bdieveinforgivenessandin eternd life.

Trangylvanian Unitarianism is Christian but not trinitarian. God, Jesusand holy spirit are
Sseparate entities. Jesuswas the son of God as we are al children of God. Holy spirit isthedivine
in each of usandin theworld. Transylvanian Unitarians have hopethat there is Gife eterna Cout
Gtop short of expressing definite knowledgeof thewhat or where of such existence. For many it
[eternd life] is apostive bdief that Lifeitself is eternd and that the soul isimmorta O(Rezi,
2001)

Unitariansin Transylvania are called to worship by theringng of the church bdl. They
come togehe in community every Sundgy andfor holidays and specia events. Theholidays
they celebrate remind usoncae agan of the oak. Religiousholidays are old and well-roated. They
are conrected mosly with Jesus@ life and are celebrated at Christmas, Easter and Pentecod.
Services for these holidays are hdd for three days. The week before Easter, beginning on Palm
Sundg, is caled Faith Strengthening Week. During this week, there may bea church service
every evening with aguest minister who may even befrom adifferent denomnaion.

Other holiday celebrationsare more like the branches and leaves of the oak, new growth.
Not asold as thereligiousholidays but special and nurtured just the same. These holidays
indudeJanuay 24,in honorof religiousfreedont March 15, in remembrance of the Hungaian
revolution of 184849; Thankggiving; Day of the Dead on November 1; November 15, the
memorial day of Frands D1vid@ desath; thelast day of theold year and thefirst day of the new
year, MothersODay (thefirst Sunday of May) and, oneof thenewest leaves, Partner Church
Sundg (thethird Sunday of March).
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Ministers from all denominaions induding the Unitarian church, are allowed to offer
religiouseducation in the public schools for students in each grade during the school week. At
the church, thereisreligiouseduction on Saturdays. Some churches have Sundg school too.
Agan, theold co-exists with thenew. Children learn stories from the Bible; they learn about
Jesus@ life and teachings They hear the story of Frands Divid and other prominent Unitarians
in Trangylvania. They also learn aboutthelife of other famousUnitariansworldwide and about
historical and internaiond figures who, with ther lives and work, enriched humankind, people
such as Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and Albert Schweltzer. Stories of thelives of the foundes of
other religionsare aso indudel in thar lessons Children are taughtin traditiond ways but aso
in new ways modded on North American religiouseducation programs. Children sometimes
perform in church on holidays: reciting poems, singing songs performing short dramas.

Thereis great changehappening in the church, butit is nat changethat cuts away at the
solid tree tha is Trangylvanian Unitarianism. Rather, new branches and leaves are forming. In
1990,women entered the seminary and many yourg ministers graduaed. Partnerships between
Transylvanian and British and North American churches have been very successful and brought
new ideas and practices. Lay-personshave been invited to join the church leadership.
Conferences and leadership trainingsare being hdd. There isa Women® Assodation, men®@
choirs, mixed choirs and a thriving youth movement (SzZkely, 2003)

Trangylvanian Unitarianism is moving forward, open to changeand innovaion. The
Reverend Dr. Rezi Elek describes Unitarianism as Ga religiousmovement which has
demondrated the ability to absorb and synthesize new ideas and ingghts.OHe feels tha Qhe
power of Unitarianism is and will beits openness to changed(2001) But Unitariansin
Transylvania are aso protective of ther degp-rooted religioustraditionsand with goodreason.
Asthe Reverend Harold Babcock states, OFhere is much to belearned from Transylvanian
Unitarians notleast of which isthe powerful and courageousdepth of thar convictionswhich
has allowed them to survive throughthe goodtimes and the bad for over four hunded years, but
also thegreat podry and passion of thar faith. Religionisther life; it informsther livesona
daily basisO(2001)

Trangylvanian Unitariansdescribe themselves as life-centered. They valuelife and an
action-oriented faith. They Qvelcome new knowledgeof every kind, comba supeastition and
ignorance, foger the spread of wisdom and undestanding, and seek aways to weave a web of
human brotherhoodtheworld over, with thethreadsof love, truth, and sincerity. Unitarianism, at
its best, is @eligionrin-life,Can expression of thedivine possibilities of life here and nowDand
furtherO(Rezi, 2001) Unitarianism in Transylvania has old, strongroots, a sturdy trunk, flexible
branches and supple, new leaves.

Hoeng
Does Trangylvanian (Hungaian) Christian Unitarianism fit your origind definition of Christian?
How isit thesame? How isit different?

How does your Unitarian*Universalist church, fellowship or groupcompare with a
Transylvanian Unitarian church?



Transylvaniap. 14
Beliefs and Practices

I'l\/
Eﬂ\ 0 NS K N

e DN g
N NI OON

IN N\

f Harvesting
Has your groupdecided to do any of the Additiond Activities from Harvesting (p. 19) following
thediscussion of thereading?If so, prepare any materials you might need.
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Unitarianism in Transylvania

1. SMALL GROUP WORSHIP

Preparing for Session 3

____Make copies and hand outin advance thearticle, The Bells are Calling Us to Worship (p.
17-18) and accompanying pre- and pog-reading questions or have membersread the
material onlineat http://www.icuu.net/resources/curriculum.html.

____Makeacopyforyoursef of thesermononp. 22 for usein the Small Group Worship.

____Make copies and hand out The Tool Shed: References and Resources (p. 20-21) in advance,
if your groupdoesn®already haveit.

____Make copies of handous for the next sessionyou plan to cover. These will befor
distributon when you meet for the Small Group Worship.

____Download and copy the Order of Service for the Small GroupWorship BUnitarianism in
Trangylvania, http://www.icuu.net/resources/curriculum.html.

____Bringthelist of Additional Activities (Harvesting) from the next unit to bestudied, if
appropriate.

____Invite membersto bringitems from Transylvaniato display at the Small GroupWorship
service.

____Lookove theingructionsfor facilitating the session and the Order of Serviceto be prepared
and comfortable with the material and theflow of the session.

Fadlitating Session 3

Small GroupWorship is designal to beawaorshipful time for paticipants to experience aservice
based on atraditiond Transylvanian service. It isatime for both self-reflection and for
connecting with oneanother. After creating the space and preparing thematerials, smply follow
the Order of Service.

Space

____Arriveearly to set upyour room Create aworship space that is different from how the space
usudly looks Consder setting theroomup with apulpit for thefacilitator with participants
facing the pulpit. Men and women mightbe seated on different sides of theroomasis
traditiond in a Transylvanian church.

____Setupachdice. Have matches handy.

___ Display an o0&k branch, o&k leaves and/or a photo of a beautiful oak tree.

____Photosof Trangylvanian villages and Unitarian churches might also beused and are
available at http://www.unitariushu

____Have Hungaian folk music or music by BAaBart—lor another Hungaian composer,
playing in thebackground.(Bart—kvas a Unitarian.)

Order of Service If you haven®already, download, copy and have available the Order of
Service for the Small GroupWorship. It has been designed to be printed or phaocopied
frontto back and folded. Read throughit carefully so you can lead it comfortably.

Songs|f you are notfamiliar with achosen hymn or don®have themusic for it, feel free to
subgitute a different hymn tha has a similar theme.

ReadingsAlthoughit may notbetraditiond to do so, consder doing thereadingsas responsve
readings Or ask amembe of thegroupto read aloud.

Sermon (page 22) Read the sermon at the appropriate time during the service. Do nothand it out
for membersto read. Althoughit isnot part of a Transylvanian service to discuss a sermon
dunngtheservice, as pat of Smal GroupWorship, we use this activity to hdp members
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make degp connestionswith oneanother. Members may choo to share ther thoughs or
remain silent.

Check-In/Announcements In a Transylvanian church this would bea time to make
announ@ments concerning congregdiond life. We are extending this pat for membersto
shaewha ishgopeningin ther livesright nowaswell asto set asdeatimefor you,the
facilitator, to make announ@ments regarding the next group meeting or plansfor after the
Small GroupWorship service or for providing handouts for thenext session.
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Unitarianism in Transylvania

Handout: The Bellsare Calling Us to Worship
After you have read thearticles and reflected on Unitarianism in Transylvania, you are ready to
sharein Small Group Worship.

=

/

A/

!l Small Group Worship
Theorder of service for this small groupworship honoling Transylvanian Unitariansfollows the
order of service of atypical Sundg service in a Transylvanian Unitarian church. To prepare for

the Small GroupWorship, first read TheBells are Calling Us to Worship.
Bring an item from Trangylvaniaif you have one for display at the service.

While participaing in the Small GroupWorship, listen deeply to thewordsof hymns prayers,
readings and thebrief sermon. Listen deeply to the wordsof othersin your group as feelingsand
ideas are shared with oneanother.

The Bellsare Calling Us to Worship

Theoutinefor the Small GroupWorship is based on the Transylvanian Unitarian liturgy
described bdow. Your facilitator will download and have ready the Order of Service for the
Small GroupWorship.

A. Thetime of the service: Sunday morning services ordinarily begin at 11:00 AM. Church
bdls cal worshippesto gaher, beginningat 10:00 AM andring at hdf hourintervals prior
to the start of theservice. This call to worship varies from villageto village and bdls may be
rungonthequater houringead.

B. Theliturgy of the service: Members may enter the church until theend of the third bdl
ringing and sit in the pews. When thebdl ringing stops the minister enters the sanctuary and
dgtsin theminister3 pew; the congregation remains seated or standsup, aslocal cusom
requires.

1. Members stand to sing thefirst hymn.
2. Members sit while singing the main song. Everybody sings

3. At theend of thesong,theminister goes to the pulpit. Members stand while the minister
says a prayer which may befive to sx minutesin length.

4. Thisisfollowed by theLord@ Prayer. It is said by the minister, althoughmembers may
chose to recite the prayer with the minister.

5. Members stand to sing another hymn, the middle song.

6. Theminister will introduce areading from the Bible: Believers gathered to worship,
sisters and brothers, deer friendd Themain idea of my sermonis from[for example], the
Gogpd of Matthew, chapter 5, verse 10.0The minister may read thetext twice.
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7. Thesermonwill bebased on thereading and will be approximately 20-25 minutes long.

8. Members stand for a clogng prayer which may last abouttwo minutes. The prayer is said
in an encouraging, stimulating, urging style. After the prayer, members sit down.

9. Theminister then introduces time for silent prayer or meditation, for example, GGod is
Spirit and those who worship, mug worship in Spirit and truth (John4,24); let ushear the
voice of the spirit, and pray in silence, degply insde.OA minute of silence is ended by the
minister saying, Amen.O

10. Announ@ments aboutcongregaiond life are given: wha kind of services hgppened last
week, what hgppened in thelife of the congregation and what is coming up.

11. Theminister gives a benediction asking God@blessing on the congregation, for example,
May theloveand blessing of God, beand remain with all of usfor ever. Amen.OThe
minister comes down from the pulpit and sitsin the pew.

12. Members sit while singing a clogng song.

13. Members leave the church sanctuary followinglocal cusoms; usudly the minister leaves
first, and at theentrance of the church greets the members and shakes ther hands

Resurce: Leta, S. (2000). Liturgy. Petosan Unitarian Church homepage. Retieved Felruary 4, 2004
from http://www.fortunecity.com/victorian'rodin/727/petrosan/13e htm




Transylvaniap. 19

Harvesting: Additional Activities

Below are activities that you might want to dolater as agroupor at home with family and friends

1.

Godis One(EdgyAzIsten) is carved or panted on many Transylvanian Unitarian churches.
Design, make and display a banne tha illugrates your persond or church theology.

. Frands D3}vid moved from Catholicism to Lutheranism to Calvinism to findly emergeas a

Unitarian. Read his story in Credo International: VVoices of ReligiousLiberalism from Around
the World by Don McEvoy. (2003) Del Mar, CA: Humanunity Press, p. 23-26. Draw, write
aboutor smply describeyourreligiousjourney and share it with thegroup.If thegroupis
large you may want to divideinto smaller groupsto share your stories,

. Learn more aboutBZa Bart—lkat http://www.uua.org/uuhgduubérticles/bd abartok.html This

siteindudes MIDI files of some of his mugc. Listen to some of his musc. Find outwhether
anyonein your groupisamuscian and iswilling to perform some Bart—kor listen to
recordingstogeher.

. Play the Partne Church Game focusng on Transylvania. This can be downloaded fromthe

Partner Church webdte at http://www.uuaorg/uupcc/ Althoughorigindly designed for
children, adults enjoy playingit too.

. Cook Hungaian food There are many recipes on the Internet. Y ou can find some at

http://www.geodties.conyNapaValley/4887/

. Learn some Hungaian folkdances. Listen to Hungaian folk musc. MIDI files of Hungaian

folk songsare available at hitp://w3.enterne.hu/'sandoi64/songgsongshtm

. If members of your grouphave lived in, traveled in or had persond experience with

Trangylvania, set asidetime when they can share what they know with the group.

. (For use after Session 2: Beliefs and Practices) Design a service for yowr congregaiontha is

similar to a Transylvanian Unitarian service. Which hymnswill be sung?Which prayers will
besaid? On wha story or reading from the Bible will you base a sermon?See the Partner
Church Counal webdte for ideas for services: http://www.uuaorg/uupa/

. (For use after Session 3: Small GroupWorship) Draw aline imaginary or real. Labd oneend

CCompletely ComfortableQ the other ONot at all ComfortableQ Ask members to place
themselves anywhere alongthe coninuumto answver the question: How comfortable did you
feel with the content of the Small GroupWorship service? Why?

10. Yourown idess.
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Facilitators should download and have ready the Order of Service for Transylvanian

Unitarianism Small Group Worship, which isaseparate file.
http://www.icuu.net/resources/curriculum.html

Sermon (For use by the fadlitator)

Transylvanian Unitarianism
by theRev. Dr. Elek Rez, 2002

CEF irst of al, Unitarianism in Transylvaniatheologically is entirely Christian.

We consde that theonepurpo of real religionis notto prepare people for another life,
butto ingirethemto live thislife asit oughtto belived. We consider tha religionis a matter
of deeds notcreeds

We bdieve in the existence of oneGod. This statement is based on Jesus3 teaching
expressed firmly in his discussion with the lawyers, OrheLord our God istheonly LordO
(Mark 12:29). Godis eternd. Thereis no beginning or endto thelife of God. While people
have hdd many views about God, God has never changed, God is Spirit (pneuma) (John1
4:24), andtheinvisibleredlity of theuniverse. Transylvanian Unitariansdo not bdievein the
Trinity of God; Godis oneboth in essence and person. But aboveall, Godis LOVE. (1 John
4:16). Theworld is God@ creation; that is why in theworld of God everything has its place,
ways and duties. Tha iswhy we mug protect our world and do our best to make it more
beautiful, more full of gratitudeand richer.

We bdieve tha human baengsare the noblest creation of God. God has blessed them with
certain talents, virtues and values. These are:

Faith, which keepsusin relationship with God, and which is thefundamental aspect of
peace in our hearts.

Reason, which is the ability to gaher knowedgeto think and to form opinionsabout
God, oursalves, our naghbous and theworld (universe).

Congiience, which isthe spiritud talent which guides our actions and encourages usfor
good,butrestrainsusfrom evil.

Free will, which istha spiritud gift by which we can make choicesin ourlife, butwhich
requires our responsbility.

Love, which isthe mog preciousof thevalues tha we have. It worksin usto three
directions Loveto God, Loveto human beings and loveto theworld or universe. We
think tha the purpo of ourlifeisthis: with Loveof God and neighbous, with free will
and unsafish duty we mug create hagppiness for all crestures on the earth.O

Thefull text of thistalk by the Reverend Dr. Elek Rezi can befoundin Hill, A., J. McAllister, and
C. Reed (ed9). (2002) QA Global Conversation: Unitarian/Universalism at the Dawn of the 21%
Century.OPrague International Coundl of Unitariansand Universalists. pp.59-71



